
Discussion questions for 1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows by Ai Weiwei 

Book club at Comstock Township Library 

Wednesday 8/31/22 at 11 AM in the Heritage Room 

 

• Which life interested you more to read about, Ai Qing’s or Ai 

Weiwei’s? 

• Was there a specific passage or quote that stood out to you? 

• Do you know of any other artists who combine art and activism the 

way that Ai Weiwei does? Do you agree with Weiwei’s view of the 

role of artists to critique society, stir collective consciousness, and 

rebel against existing power structures? 

• What did you learn about the history of China, communism, and/or 

the Cultural Revolution through reading this book? 

• How did Weiwei’s life parallel his father’s life? 

• How did the father and son’s oppression at the hands of the state 

affect their work? 

• Have you ever viewed art and perceived political or social messages 

from the artist? 

• Why was/is censorship such a big issue in China? 

• What kinds of censorship issues have we seen play out in the United 

States? 

• How did Ai Qing’s and Ai Weiwei’s experiences abroad change their 

thinking? 

• Was there a particular project that Ai Weiwei completed that spoke to 

you? 

• Did you like this book? Would you recommend it to a friend? 



• Did this book remind you of any other book that you read or anything 

you have seen in the media? 

• Are you interested in learning more about the topics covered by 1000 

Years of Joys and Sorrows? 

• Is there anything else you thought of while or after reading that you 

would like to share with the group? 

 

Discussion questions from Penguin Random House – detailed discussion 

questions with quotes from the book 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/246165/1000-years-of-joys-

and-sorrows-by-ai-weiwei/9780553419467/readers-guide/# 

 

Fan, Jiayang. (2022). For his father and his son, Ai Weiwei is determined to 

leave a trace. The New York Times. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/30/books/review/1000-years-of-joys-and-

sorrows-ai-weiwei.html  
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