
Our Best Intentions by Vibhuti Jain 

Book club Thursday 8/31/23 at 6 PM at Comstock Township Library – Heritage Room 

 

Discussion questions 

1) Did you finish the book? What was your overall opinion? 

2) How do the people of Kitchewan’s concept of insiders versus outsiders affect their 

perception of the stabbing and the investigation? How do they decide that Chiara was 

an outsider who didn’t belong in the town or at the school? 

3) How do the different characters experience race and privilege? 

4) Purnima, Chiara, Didi, Angie, and Principal Burrowes are all women of color. How do 

being women and being people of color affect the ways that others treat them? What 

parts of their lived experience is the author trying to reflect? 

5) What is the role of Angie’s mother, Purnima, in the book? 

6) The McClearys offer Angie a scholarship under strict conditions, and she suspects 

their intentions. If the McClearys’ true purpose is to silence Angie, do they suspect that 

Henry was somehow at fault on the day of the stabbing? 

7) Chiara’s cousin Didi gets angry at Angie for not describing more fully what she 

witnessed the day of the stabbing (p. 305), and thinks that if she had spoken out, the 

situation might have turned out differently. Is Angie at least partially to blame in this 

situation? 

8) Purnima and Chiara both acted out of mental illness. Purnima, struggled with 

depression and abandoned her family. Chiara, experiencing a post-traumatic flashback, 

stabbed Henry. Does knowing the circumstances behind these characters’ actions 

change the way you view them? 

9) If the police and the townsfolk had gotten the full story about Chiara, do you think 

they would have been more sympathetic? 



10) The author waited until the very end of the book to reveal what really happened to 

Chiara the day of the stabbing and afterwards. Why do you think she did that? Was it a 

good choice? 

11) How did reading this book make you feel? Would you recommend it others? 
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Chapnick, Avery. (2023). Introducing Vibhuti Jain, ‘Our Best Intentions,’ and the 1A 

book club. https://the1a.org/segments/the-1a-book-club-vibhuti-jain-and-our-best-

intentions/ 

 

47 minute interview with author Vibhuti Jain with reader questions and comments 

Chapnick, Avery. (2023). The 1A book club reads ‘Our Best Intentions’. 

https://the1a.org/segments/the-1a-book-club-reads-our-best-intentions/  

 

https://the1a.org/segments/the-1a-book-club-vibhuti-jain-and-our-best-intentions/
https://the1a.org/segments/the-1a-book-club-vibhuti-jain-and-our-best-intentions/
https://the1a.org/segments/the-1a-book-club-reads-our-best-intentions/

