Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley

Book club at Comstock Township Library Thursday 5/30/24 at 6 PM

Discussion questions

1) What was your overall opinion of the book? What drew you into the story?

2) What did you learn about Ojibwe culture while reading?

3) Daunis’s identity is made of many seemingly contradictory parts — she is a Fontaine
and a Firekeeper, light-skinned and Anishinaabe, and exists in Hockey World and
Regular World. Did the author do a good job portraying Daunis’s sense of belonging

and/or not belonging and how she compartmentalizes her identity?

4) Did you like the romance plotline between Daunis and Jamie? What did it add to the

story?

5) Who did you suspect was involved in the meth ring?

6) Why was there such a disconnect between Daunis’s perception of meth hurting her

community versus the meth ring operators only seeing a lucrative opportunity?

7) Why is it so hard for Daunis to acknowledge fault in Levi, unlike how she assumed

fault toward Uncle David? (borrowed from State Library of lowa discussion questions).

8) How did it feel to read the scene where so many Elders came forth to give Daunis
letters of support for her tribal enrollment case? Which scenes did you find to be most

powerful?



9) Daunis references the Seven Grandfather teachings throughout the novel—Love,
Humility, Respect, Honesty, Bravery, Wisdom, and Truth. Are there characters or
moments that help Daunis learn and embody these teachings (borrowed from Book

Movement reading guide)?

10) Why did the author choose to end the story on a powwow scene? How does this

speak to the themes of the book (borrowed from Book Movement reading guide)?

11) Daunis plans to study ethnobotany and learn about traditional healing from Seeney
Nimkee. What do you think Daunis’s future role in her community would be? Do you

think she would remain in Sault St. Marie for her adult life?

12) How do you think a reader’s age and race affects their reading experience of
Firekeeper’s Daughter? For example, a teen reader compared to an adult reader or an

Indigenous person or person of color compared to a white reader?
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